
Maize charcoal instead of charcoal
Support the FAIR TRADE and the preservation 
of the rainforest



 saves our climate!

„Germany uses up to 250,000 tons of charcoal per 
year and a large part of this amount, about 85%, 
is imported. 61% of the charcoal is imported from 
high-risk countries. Destroyed primeval forests, 
mafia-like structures and even financing of terror, 
are related to charcoal.“
(Johannes Bünger  „Das schmutzige Geschäft mit der Grillkohle)

„Most of the wood comes from overexploitation of 
very old trees that grow in rainforests. The trees often 
stood there for many hundreds of years without 
anyone ever touching them. When trees are felled in 
such forests, many species lose their habitat. Often 
they are even exterminated forever and disappear 
from the earth.“ 
(www.abenteuer-regenwald.de) 

Are you aware that barbecue charcoal is often 
made of tropical wood?
 
Did you know that Zambia has one of the 
highest deforestation rates in the world and 
that by 2030 there may not be any trees left 
due to the dependence of the population on 
charcoal as an energy source for cooking and 
heating?

A test carried out by WWF Germany about 
barbecue charcoal in 2018 showed that almost 
every second product tested was made from 
tropical wood and that the wood often came 
from overexploitation and illegal logging.
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The Imiseba project not only serves to create jobs in 
Kabwe, but also to take action against the worldwide 
deforestation. In Bemba, one of the most spoken lan-
guages in Zambia, corncobs (central core of an ear of 
corn without kernels) are called „Imiseba“. We want 
to use this name as a brand name for our project idea 
in order to point out the connection with Zambia

The corncobs are collected against remuneration from 
farmers in and around Kabwe. On our premises in 
Lukanga, they are then sorted, dried, weighed and 
put in bags. They are intended for sale in Germany 
and Zambia. On a regular basis they are shipped to 
Germany in containers.

  The project offers small-scale farmers an  
     income opportunity

  The entire work on the project is being  
    done in the country

  The project creates jobs

  Part A is for export to Germany

  Part B is for Zambia

 gives people a new perspective 



Many of us enjoy barbecues in summer. But are 
you aware that burning charcoal can damage your 
health?

Chinese scientists from Jinan University discovered: 
The harmful and carcinogenic substances, so-called 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH), rise with 
the grill smoke and are absorbed even better by 
contact with human skin than by inhalation. Even 
clothing cannot completely protect against the ab-
sorption of these PAHs, according to a publication 
in the journal Environmental Science & Technology 

published by the American Chemical Society. The 
dangerous PAHs can result when fat, meat juice or 
oil burn in the embers of charcoal. The substances 
not only enter the human body directly through 
the smoke, they are also deposited in the grilled 
food. Apparently this danger exists almost exclu-
sively when grilling with charcoal.
( www.handelsblatt.com/technik/medizin)

 protects our health!

The positive news, however, is that there are 
alternatives to charcoal. One of them is corn-
cobs, in other words the central core of an ear of 
corn without the kernels. These are often waste 
products and could be used as a substitute for 
charcoal. Maize is the most cultivated crop in 

Zambia and since the national dish Nshima is 
made from maize, many corncobs remain every 
day.
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Rethink and act consistently!

Environment, health and climate concern us all!
It’s about time to rethink and work with new concepts 
towards a climate-friendly and healthy environment. 
Each of us can contribute to stopping the negative 
development. 
In the future, use maize charcoal instead of traditional 
charcoal for the barbecue. And this is how it works:

Zambia

Germany

 FE
RT

ILI
ZE

R



IM
P-

17
00

1/
02

-2
01

9

www.7x7.de    www.7x7zambia.com    www.imiseba.de 

Fo
to

s:
 n

ut
zw

er
td

es
ig

n 
/ 

dr
ea

m
st

im
e.

co
m

/w
w

w
.a

la
m

y.
co

m

Zambia
Limited

impact
GmbH & Co. OHG

support   teach  investtransform   transfer  transmit

IM
P-

17
00

1/
02

-3
01

9

www.7x7.de    www.7x7zambia.com    www.imiseba.de 

7x7impact GmbH & Co. OHG, part of the 7x7 group 
of companies, is headquartered in Bonn and provides 
services abroad. It cooperates with 7x7 Zambia Limited, 
based in Kabwe.
Together, they plan and implement projects in Zambia 
in various thematic areas to promote the economic acti-
vity and independence of the people and to improve 

local living conditions, such as the production of peanut 
products, efficient food production through PV aqua-
ponics, environmentally friendly energy sources and 
grid-independent electrification, mobile sales stands for 
candies and social housing.
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  Sustainable! Instead of defo-  
 restation, “waste products”   
 are used (corncobs are usually  
 left over because only the   
 corn kernels are eaten or used  
 for food production)

  Fast embers formation, quick-  
 ly ready to grill 
  (approx. 10-15 minutes)  

  High heat, usually higher than  
 with charcoal

  No “black hands” by touching

  No flying sparks, burns and   
 glows constantly

  Low smoke formation 
  (if suitable grill and grill lighter  

are used)  
  

  No air blowing or fans
 necessary

  Ash can be used as plant 
 fertilizer

 Positive characteristics of „maize charcoal“ compa-  
                           red with traditional charcoal:

Cooperation of 7x7impact GmbH & Co. OHG with 7x7 Zambia Limited:

Zambia
Limited

impact
GmbH & Co. OHG

 Andreas Mankel is trained banker 
and cooperative banking economist, financial and 
pension consultant, expert advisor for sustainable 
investment, managing director of the 7×7 group of 
companies as well as co-founder of 7×7 Zambia 
Limited and of the Menshi Ya Mweo – Trust.

 co-founder of 7×7 Zambia Limited and of the Menshi Ya 
Mweo – Trust, is trained in agricultural engineering and missioning. 
He also contributes to the well-being of the society through charitable 

work.

 co-founder of 7×7 Zambia Limited and of the 
Menshi Ya Mweo – Trust, is educated in human and community de-
velopment, studied missiology and is also active in the field of social 
youth work in Kabwe. 
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